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Worship 10:15 am Doane Brubaker - Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 am Bob Waller -Board Chair
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217 East Washington St. Sharon Brubaker - Musician
Carlock, IL 61725 Emma Brandt - Musician
(309) 376-2781 Annie Schwoerer - Sunday School Supt
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www.carlockmennonitechurch.org
Carlock Mennonite Church on Facebook
Wifi available: connect to 217Washington password is carlockmc

JANUARY CALENDAR
Sunday, Jan. 7 Morning Worship, Hospitality Time,
Communion Celebration
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Church Board meets, 7:00 pm
Thursday, Jan. 11 MW meets, 6:30 pm
Sunday, Jan. 14 Morning Worship
Sunday, Jan. 21 Morning Worship

Sunday, Jan. 28 Morning Worship, Annual Meeting



i For January 2024

Hospitality Committee Food Pantry Item

15 Karen Arnold

. JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Emma Brandt Toilet Paper ! and ANNIVERSARIES
Barb Karr !
i Annie Schwoerer i
Kathy Schwoerer Sunday School Nursery : 7 Heather Waller
January 7 — Carol Hoffman : 8 Carrie Schwoerer
. Sunday School Teachers January 14 — Susie Myers ;
Kindergarten — Rene’ Atkinson  January 21 — Barb Karr 1 12 Mike & Abby Pyne (A)
Elementary — Julie Greenburg January 28 — Susan Waller :

Jr High — Kathy Schwoerer

17 Shelby Mohr

! Board News 21 Annie Schwoerer

' One scholarship was requested for 2024. 24 Reilly Atkinson

' South parking lot lights need to be installed. 97 Mitch Mohr

+ Julie, Brian and Doane sat in on the FEC zoom meeting 28 Wayne Miller

i and were encouraged by what they heard.

15 Doane Brubaker :
31 Wayne & Betty Miller (A) |

i Annual meeting will be January 28 with the hospitality |
i committee planning the meal. i

i Church constitution has been revised and will be

. reviewed at the annual meeting. Please check your mailbox in the

south sanctuary.

i A sound system training is being planned for January.

i Board candidates for 2024 are Deaconess: Kayla Myers,
. Trustee: Jacob Schwoerer, Deacons: Bob Waller (1 year
' term) and Brian Mohr.

From Pastor Doane...

“I'm not afraid of the dark. I am afraid of what may be hiding there.” (Author unknown,
but I've been known to say it.)

A week ago, the winter solstice began. Have you noticed the daylight comes earlier and
stays later each day? It was November 5t when we set our clocks back an hour. With
sunset coming before 5:00 pm, it’s a long stretch of evening dark and hard to stay awake
until bedtime. Now, eight weeks later, I've adapted but glad to see more daylight.



Why do I like a well-lit environment? I see things more clearly. I'm a little better at
finding what I’'m looking for. Travel, by car or on foot, is safer. In fact, there’s less risk of a
lot of dangers where there is light.

By now you might wonder if I'm talking about light literally or figuratively. Yes. Both.
In the physical realm, the sun sheds light on dark places.
In the spiritual realm, the Son sheds light on dark places.

Our key verse of biblical wisdom in December has been; “Arise, shine, for your light has
come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” That’s Isaiah 60:1, and the next verse says;

“Darkness covers the earth, thick darkness is over the nations, but the Lord rises upon
you and his glory appears over you.”

Earlier in his prophecies, Isaiah gave that wonderful part we know as chapter 9. It’s one of
the passages about the promised Savior — Messiah.

2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.

6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given... And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

That encouraging good news continued to the time of Christ’s first arrival. Zechariah the
priest said;

“Because of the tender mercy of our God, the rising sun will come to us from heaven to
shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the
path of peace.” Luke 1:78-79

And, that invigorating assurance will continue beyond His second coming. The apostle
John saw new Jerusalem;

“The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it
light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light... Rev. 21:23-24

I am praying that you will finish 2023 and set off into 2024 with a deep confidence you are
stepping on in bright illumination coming from Christ. Then you can be sure that,
following Him, “you won’t walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to
life” (John 8:1).

Doane



